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ou, like so many others, have a historic link to

Yeoville Bellevue. Either you or your family lived here,
you had friends here or you jolled here. You, like so
many others, have good memories of the place.

And, like so many others, you might be worried or
disappointed that the Yeoville Bellevue of today has
become a victim of urban decay.

Here’s the thing: you can be part of
helping to uplift Yeoville Bellevue —
not to take it back to what it was in
the 1970s or 1980s or 1990s, but
rather to take if forward to what it
could be in the present and the
future, for the people who are now
living and working here.

 Does that seem like a Worthwhilelﬁ
i. ideato you? Then read on

The Yeoville Bellevue Community Development
Trust (YBCDT) was established in 2008. The aim of the
Trust is to work for a liveable, sustainable Yeoville Bellevue.
There are currently many social and economic challenges in
the area and they are not going to go away by themselves.
But the City of Johannesburg (CoJ) cannot pour resources
into Yeoville Bellevue, because they have many, often more
pressing challenges (eg informal settlements, townships and
highly degraded urban slums). The CoJ did, in fact, spend
around R70m on Yeoville Bellevue from 2006, but mainly
on infrastructure. It is also not likely that developers or
corporates will invest significantly in the area at the moment.

Why Yeoville Bellevue?

ut why put effort into Yeoville Bellevue? Well, first and

foremost because people are living here. And because
we don’t want the area to become another highly degraded
urban slum. And because it is a transforming area - once
white-only, now mixed-race, mixed nationality - which could
be a model new South African suburb.

The YBCDT has had some funding from Gauteng Provincial
Government, from the Johannesburg Development Agency,
from the Development Bank of Southern Africa and from a
couple of small funding agencies. However, getting funds
from such sources can be difficult, especially now, given the
current economic situation globally. So we want to try the
Greenpeace model.

Greenpeace is an international organisation with 40 offices
world-wide. But 95% of their funding comes from individual
donors - 2.8m of them.

? YBCDT «— Greenpeace?

hat is the connection between Greenpeace and the

YBCDT? Nothing direct (except that the current Executive
Director of Greenpeace International, South African Kumi
Naidoo, lives in Yeoville Bellevue when he is home).

But, imagine if, like Greenpeace, the YBCDT didn’t have to
knock on the doors of international funding agencies or
government departments or corporations to get funding.
Imagine if the YBCDT was supported by hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of people who once lived or worked or played in
Yeoville Bellevue. But why would they do that?

B ecause, according to most people who have connections
to the area, Yeoville Bellevue was good to them.
Because it was a place where they grew up, where they grew
and developed as people as a result of the uniqueness of their
experiences there. So wouldn’t you like to give back a little
to the area that gave you so much so that it can give
something to the people who are now living and working
there, so that it can once again be a proud part of the
Johannesburg landscape?

Greenpeace is an example of an organisation that depends on
ordinary people for survival. It’s an example of how ordinary
people can, through very little effort, collectively contribute
to making it possible for a non-profit entity to do its work
and make a difference in the world.

The YBCDT is not Greenpeace. It is a small organisation in
a small office in a small part of Johannesburg. But that small
part of Joburg lives on in the collective memory of all of
those who
passed through
it. Visit
Facebook
groups ‘I grew
up in and
around
Yeoville’ and
‘Rockey St’.
Don’t focus on
the more
negative
comments
about the
Yeoville
Bellevue of today — see past them to the

profound impact the area had on people, to how fondly they
speak of it.
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Think of your own experiences. Then think about how
wonderful it would be if the many people living in Yeoville
Bellevue today — people from all over South Africa and all
over Africa — could also feel as positively and as
passionately about your old suburbs. It is possible. It just

needs work.

The YBCDT is ready to do that work.
And here’s how you can help us



R200 per month

magine if people contributed just per month

each to the YBCDT. That’s per month,
enough to keep the current office going with the current two
staff members and provide the possibility of expansion
(running costs are currently around R70 000 per month).

Imagine if people contributed an average of

per month each. per month would mean that the
YBCDT could implement a number of its planned projects
and really make a difference to the lives of the people of
Yeoville Bellevue.

What could your R200 per month pay for?

* 4% of the rent for the YBCDT offices (our community

___ capacitation project gives desk space to the Community

/st Police Forum, the Refugee Help Desk, the African

= Diaspora Forum, African Diaspora Hope HIV/AIDS

Counselling, the Community Advocacy

Committee and the Migrant Desk of the
City of Johannesburg), or

* 10% of our average monthly telephone bill, or

* 623 copies of Yeovue News, our community
newspaper project; this free paper is delivered
weekly to every single household in Yeoville Bellevue, or

e 80% of the monthly cost of the internet which allows us to
connect to parts of our community and the rest of the city
and the world, including you, or

* 100% of the cost of our online Government Gazette service
through which the community learns of applications for
liquor licences or property rezoning, empowering them to
object to applications if they want to, or

* 66.6% of one weekly paymenttoa
community member who distributes
Yeovue News in the area, or

e .0044% of the salaries and stipends
of those who currently work fulltime for the YBCDT, or

* 60% of the monthly cost of hosting our website, or

e 1 hour of web management time for our website, or

* 4% of the salary of an advice office official, or

» asmall contribution to some of the critically necessary
research we need to help us plan for the future, or

e a contribution to the costs of community consultations, or

* something towards our community sports ground project, or

* two days stipend for a volunteer who helps with one of
our projects, or ...............
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N ow. How will you know your money is properly used

i Yeovue neys

and not going into someone’s back pocket?

The YBCDT is a non-profit Trust, registered with the
Master of the High Court. The registered number of the
Trust is IT335/10. A copy of the endorsed Trust founding
document can be sent to you on request.
The Trust has seven highly reputable Trustees, namely

* [shaam Abader, lawyer, Deputy Director General
in the Department of Environment and
Water — Chair and Trustee (Finance
Subcommittee)
e Popo Maja, ex-Robben island,
Communication Manager at the
Independent Development Trust — Deputy
Chair and Trustee (Research
Subcommittee)

* Sherry Maclean, social development practitioner —

Trustee (Research Subcommittee)
* [tumeleng Sedite, accountant,

Manager at SA Social Services

Agency (SASSA) — Trustee

(Finance Subcommittee)

e Fana Jiyane, CEO of Freedom

Park in Tshwane — Trustee

(Finance Subcommittee) . ?uf
e Prof Phillip Harrison,
holds a research chair at Wits,
serves on the National Planning Commission
under Minister Trevor Manuel, former
Executive Director: Development Planning and
Urban Management, City of Johannesburg —
Trustee (Research Subcommittee)

e Geci Karuri Sebina — Urban planner,
HSRC, National Treasury, now
Executive Manager: Programmes at
South African Cities Network — Trustee

The work of the Trustees is done voluntarily

- they receive no compensation. The Trust
Deed also precludes them from gaining financially in any
way from their involvement in the Trust — this includes a
ban on a Trustee tendering for work for the Trust.

The Trust has appointed an auditor — Octagon Chartered
Accountants — who can be contacted on 011 5317300 to
verify our financial accountability.

We will produce regular reports - accessible to all -
indicating how donated monies are being spent.

Why the YBCDT?

hy give your money for the upliftment of Yeoville
Bellevue, and not to some other worthy cause? Well,
that’s a question only you can answer.

We believe it is a worthwhile project to support - that’s why we
have the confidence to make this appeal. We also believe it is a
unique opportunity for you to give back to the community you
once spent time in and to take part in an innovative funding
solution which will reduce our reliance on government,
corporate and other conventional funding sources.

But only you can make the final decision.

Those who do support us will get a letter and certificate of

acknowledgement. You can also select one of the following

options for us to communicate with you (let us know which

you prefer) to keep you up-to-date with the project.

e No communication beyond acknowledgement of your
donation

e Monthly updates of YBCDT activities via your preferred
method of communication (default is email)

e Our weekly newsletter emailed to you

e Quarterly Financial Report

e Annual Report

e Annual General Meeting/Development Seminar

0 it’s up to you. If you do decide to support us (and the

R200/US$28/€19/Aus$27/NZ$34 per month is a guideline
— more or less is also acceptable), then you can do so by
arranging a monthly, annual or once-off payment to the
following account:

Yeoville Bellevue Community Development Trust
ABSA Cheque Account No: 4076107935
Branch code: 632005.

If you want to know more, please ask. We are also arranging
gatherings for those who would like to ‘rediscover’ Yeoville
Bellevue and get a clearer sense of what their contribution can
mean to the area. Let us know if you would like to join us.

Yeoville Bellevue Community Development Trust

011 4870269/1430 ybcdt@yeoville.org.za Fax: 086 5514992
17/18 Rockey Alley, 24 Rockey St, Yeoville Bellevue
www.yeoville.org.za



